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Summary 

This paper explores the concept of vulnerability in terms of its potential 

usefulness in bioethics. In order to do this, the author discusses some 

definitions and descriptions of the term. Subsequently, the term is compared 

with the concept of fragility, a concept that seems more appropriate for the 

circumstances of medical ethics. The nature of the term is dealt with, and 

examples of how it has been wrongly used are given. Among the incorrect 

uses, we find the search for “vulnerability” in circumstances in which, from 

the point of view of a realist anthropology and a recognition of the sufferers’ 

objective good, the concept does not seem to apply.  
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